
 This past Sunday I had the opportunity to attend another church. During the 

message I heard the pastor say ôall media has an agendaõ ñthis newsletter article is 

no exception. My agenda is to encourage you to move church attendance up the 

priority list of your life. Perhaps it would be a revealing exercise to take the time to 

list all the things that would keep you from attending church, all the things that is 

that are higher on the priority list. What types of things would show up on your list? 

My goal is to decrease the number of things that are above ôchurch attendanceõ on 

your priority list. The question which begs of course is ôWhy?õ Why should I make 

church attendance a bigger priority in my life? Here are a few reasons. 
 

Glorify  

 To understand why we should go to church, we must understand what church is.  

Above all else, the purpose of church is to glorify God. The Westminster Confession 

of Faith teaches that the chief end of man is to glorify God. In wisdom, we realize 

that our lives will ultimately bring glory to something, out of humility we realize that 

something isnõt ourselves, another person, job, hobby, or activityñno, the only 

thing we are to bring glory to is God. Perhaps no Psalm expresses Godõs intention 

and desire for us to glorify Him like Psalm 8 ôFrom the lips of children and infants you 

have ordained praiseõ (v.2).  The most common response to this is that people believe 

they can worship God anywhere and therefore it doesnõt really matter if itõs at church 

or not. The problem with this is itõs not consistent with the biblical model; when 

studying the New Testament,  we see the early Christians made a habit of gathering 

together for worship, most believe far more often than just once a week. Yes, at times 

they worshiped alone and at other places, but those instances were in addition to  not 

instead of worshiping together. This excuse is also not consistent with the biblical teaching on the subject. The 

author of Hebrews wrote to a group of Christians, some of whom had been neglecting meeting together and 

hereõs what he said: ô
 
Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doingõ (Heb 10:25) 

 

Gratitude  

 You canõt glorify out of guilt. Therefore we must resist the temptation to move church attendance up the 

priority list as a result of guilt. Perhaps this is a step in the right direction, but it greatly misses the point. God 

desires that we worship Him with a grateful heart. Consider this call to worship which comes from Ephesians 

ch.1  ôAll glorious God, we give you thanks: in your Son, Jesus Christ, you have given us every spiritual blessing 

in the heavenly realms. You chose us, before the world was made, to be your holy people, without fault in 

your sighté.õ  Now think of that priority list, compare those things which would cause you to miss worship to 

this passage, which one of them offers more than what God has given you? None compares. So we arrive to 

glorify God with gratitude for what He has done, is doing, and has promised to do. If God desires that even 

our financial giving be done with gratitude (ôfor God loves a cheerful giverõ 2 Cor 9:7) how much more does He 

desire that our entire worship be done this way. When we neglect to worship Him it reflects a lack of gratitude 

for what God has done in our life.  
 

Grow  

 Okay, hereõs the opportunity to appeal to the selfish side of us all.  The truth is that if we gather for the 

purpose of Glorifying God with Grateful hearts then we will likely grow as a result of it. By grow, I mean to 

increase in our walk with the Lord, our understanding of His word, ability to discern His will, and fruitfulness 

of His spirit. And as we grow we experience things like love, peace, joy, and hope like never before. Many 

people have adopted the phrase ôthe church is not the buildingõ.  The problem is that Christians today have 

forgotten that God does honor the places which have been set apart for the purpose of worship, and He does 
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From the Pastor ñTHE POWER OF YOUR PRESENCEñWhy Go To Church? 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

      1 

2 
9:00 Worship w/

communion 

10:30 Sun. Sch.  

3 

 
7:30-9:00 

Club 

4 

6-8 pm PATH 

5 
6:30 am  Menôs Study (Perkins) 

12:30 pm Willing Workers 

6:30 pm VBS work day 

6 7 
8:00 Menôs Study 

10:00 Womenôs Study 

6:30-8:00 Wyldlife  

     (at Sartell Middle school) 

8 

9 Motherõs Day 
9:00 Worship  

10:30 Sun. Sch. 

10 
7:30-9:00 

Club 

11 
5:45 Fin.  

6:30 Session 

12 
6:30 am  Menôs Study (Perkins) 

11:30 am RAYS at Riverside 

6:30 pm VBS work day 

13 14 
8:00 Menôs Study 

10:00 Womenôs Study 

15 
11-5:00 YL 

Brat Sale 
(Coborns Pine-
cone Rd) 

16 
9:00 Worship  

10:30 Sun. Sch 

17 
6:30-9:00 

Club End 

of Year 

BBQ 

18 19 
6:30 am  Menôs Study (Perkins) 

6:30 pm VBS work day 

20 21 
8:00 Menôs Study 

10:00 Womenôs Study 

7:00-11:00 AMP IT UP 

22 

23 
9:00 Worship  

10:30 Sun. Sch 

Church Picnic 

Val Smith Park 

24 25 26  
6:30 am  Menôs Study (Perkins) 

6:30 pm VBS work day 

27 28 
8:00 Menôs Study 

10:00 Womenôs Study 

29 

30 
9:00 Worship  

10:30 Sun. Sch 

31       

RiversideñMay 2010 

Young Life Garage Sale 



Stated Session MeetingñApril 13, 2010  6:30 pm  

 Minutes are posted in the hallway between the  

fellowship hall and the library or copies are available 

from the office on request. 

March Stewardship/Worship Summary 

Sunday   Offering   Attendance  

March7 3,736.01 85 

  14 2,747.47 93 

  21 3,506.00  90  

 28     1,013.00   77  

  Total  11,002.48  Avg. 86  

       

     

General Fund     as of            3/31, 2010     

REC Checking Acct (EOM)  1,551.75  

Debit card account  1,716.87  

Petty Cash  53.00 

Savings Accts (EOM)  21,013.33   

 Barnabus Acct 6,629.52 

 Development Fund 6,303.13 

 Savings Acct. (Gen.) 7,794.64 

 Youth Acct 286.04    
  

Memorial Fund (EOM)   2,325.83 

Willing Workers  1,620.53  

  

TOTAL Scholarship fund  25,612.66

 Scholarship CDñFBñ $8,033.08   

 Scholarship CD (Integrity)  15,000.00 

     Scholarship Savings Acctñ 2,579.58 

 

Total Ck/Savings 53,894.06    

 

Designated GiftsñMarch  

 Coffee (Faith Lift Fund)   42.89 

     

Mission Givingñ 

 Pregnancy Resource Center 136.36 

  

   

The River View  May 2010   page 3

Who to Contact  
 

Church Office   320-251-5801 Office Hours 
 

PastorñDaniel Borgelt  

Financial Sec.ð Pam Dille   Mon.  9:00ð12:00 

Secretary ð Jane Borron   Tues.-Thurs  9:30-2:00 

    (Friday as needed) 

TreasurerñMark Stumvoll 223-2959 

Memorial Fund Tr.ñMark Johansen 253-0786 

CustodiansñTim & Mary Kleinschmidt (mailbox)  

Prayer LineñJean Thorndike 252-0093 

Choir DirectorñDeb Johansen 253-0786 

Praise & Worship TeamñBrenda Woggon 393-2709 

YouthñTodd Myra  267-9310 

  

If you would like to leave a message or suggestion 

for an Elder or Deacon, there are mailboxes for each 

responsibility area in the information area closet just 

off the sanctuary. 

If you, or a loved one, are in need of prayer, please contact: 

 

Jean Thorndike, 252-0093  or 

Jackie Burton , 251-8798  

to have your prayer request included on Riversideõs prayer chain. 

MayBirthdays  

If we missed your 

birthday or 

anniversary, or got it 

wrong, please call 

Jane at 251-5801 and 

let her know so we 

(hopefully) wonõt 

make the same error 

in the future!   

Thanks! 

May Anniversaries  

6 Mary Lou Olson 

7 Pat Barker 

9 Darwin Kelley 

11 Scott Stamp 

12 Rhiney Axel 

17 Duane (Eddie) Johnson 

20 Scott Gallion 

27 Harriette Nelson 

28 Ken Hanson 

31 Bob  Pogatshnik 

David & LaVonne Weihrauch 5/3  

Dave & Linda Christiansen 5/5  

*Don & Patty Cruser  5/12 

Trent & Jenna Mead  5/21 

Matt & Beth Pennertz  5/21 

honor when His people gather for that purpose. Therefore 

when we attend worship we have a unique opportunity to 

be in Godõs presence, and as a result of that we will be 

changed in a unique wayñmade more like Christ, for   

having come into His presence. In addition to our growing, 

we enhance the ability for others to grow as well. Not only 

by what we might directly say to them, but also merely by 

our presence. When attendance is better, it often enhances 

the worship experience. It feels good to hear someone 

around you singing as well, the sound of children, and to 

bump elbows with someone along the way. For folks who 

visit us, their experience of Riverside feels different based 

on attendance. We are still at a number, where if enough 

of you are gone for whatever reason, when people visit us 

our church feels like a ôsinking shipõ that nobody would 

want to jump on. So your presence helps others grow as 

well.  
 

 It truly is a joy to be able to lead Riverside in itõs    

worship service. When youõre here, I appreciate it, when 

youõre not, youõre missed.  I welcome your feed back    

regarding the service. If there is anything you think we 

could be doing to help encourage your attendance, please 

feel free to let us know.  
 

Love,   

Pastor Dan 

 

(Contõd from pg 1) 

*50 or more years 
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Opportunities to Serve ñ  

Riversideõs Meal Ministry 
 

There are times when someone in our own  

congregation could use a little help with preparing a 

few meals.  It might be due to a recent hospital stay, a 

birth of a baby or even a death in the  family.  You 

can help with this ministry by preparing a meal and 

delivering it.   BUT, letõs do this in an organized  

manner.  If you would like to be involved with this 

ministry, please contact LUCIA STAMP at 251 -7673 or 

JUDITH LOUDON  at  253 -8412 (or you can just talk 

to us at church!).  We will put your name on a list and 

give you a call when the opportunity arises. 

Home Delivered MealsñGood Shepherd 

Community has a program that delivers meals 

to homebound residents of Sartell and Sauk 

Rapids. If you or someone you know could 

use this service, please contact Jodi at (320) 

258-8653.  Also, if you are interested in    

volunteering to deliver meals, please contact 

Jenny at (320) 252-6525 ext. 2124. (The  

Riverside team generally delivers meals the 

first week of the month.)  

For more Youth info  contact  
 

Todd Myra ñyltodd@yahoo.com 

For times and locations of Young Life 

and WyldLife activities visit the website 

at  www.stcloud.younglife.org   

òClubó (HS) - Mondays 7:28 pm  
 End of Year BBQ ñMay 17 
 (see web for locations)  

WyldLife (7th -8th gr.) ñ May 7th, 6:30 -8:00 
pm at Sartell Middle School  
  

Coming Up! 
Club End of Year BBQ ñMay 17th 6:30 at 
Toddõs house.(See web for directions) 
Amp It Up ñ May 21, 7 - 11 
Young Life CampñJuly 4 -10 
WyldLife Camp ñAugust 13-17 
 

Summer 2010 Young Life Fundraisers  
 

Brat Sale ñ May 15 -11AM-5PM, Coborns, 
Pinecone  Sartell  

Garage Sale ñ May 20 & 21 Thurs. all day 
and Fri a.m. 
Zach Zikaõs 708 1st  Ave. North, Sartell  

Pizza Ranch ñ June 7ñ5-8 PM  
Car Wash ñ June 12ñ11AM-5PM  - Burger 

King on Division  
Yard work/Babysitting/Etc ñ  
 Anytime - just give Todd a call to set it 

upñ$10/hour  

Young Life Garage Sale  
Thurs -Fri, May 20 -21 

at  708 1st  Ave. N., Sartell 
(across from the smaller Coborns)  
All proceeds to benefit 

teens going to camp  
 

If youõd like to donate any 
quality items to the garage 

sale, please contact Lisa 
Myra at 240 -2392  

http://www.stcloud.younglife.org/
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Wednesday Morning Menõs Bible Study 
6:30 a.m. weekly 

(PerkinsñSartell )    
òDavid: Seeking God Faithfullyó 

 

Friday Morning Menõs Bible Study 
8:00 a.m. weekly  

Gospel of John  
 

Friday Womenõs Study  
10:00 a.m. weekly (through May 21st) 
òWomen of the New Testamentó 

òDavid: Developing a Heart for Godó  

May 14ñPsalm 23,  

May 21ñPsalm 121 

(at the church 
unless noted) 

Ongoing Fellowship Opportunities  
 

Adult Ministries 
 

R A Y S   

Riversides Always Young Seniors meet on the 2nd 

Wednesday of the month at 11:30 a.m. Beginning this 

month theyõll be meeting back at Riverside for lunch and 

fellowship.   
 

Small Groups/Sunday School 
 

Sunday School classes are offered for children of all 

ages as well as adults. The Sunday School calendar 

runs SeptemberñMay and is divided into trimes-

ters.  The topics with their sample materials and sign 

up sheets will be on the information tables.  Thanks 

for participating in this exciting time in the life of 

our church! 

 

Spring 2010 Adult Sunday School (Apr. 25-May 30):  

Loving God and Others (10:30) 

Prayer Group (10:30) 

Young Adult Study (10:30) 

 

 

Menõs Opportunities 
 

Wednesday Morning Study - Currently about eight men 

are meeting at 6:30 AM ñyes, thatõs AMñat  

Perkins in Sartell.  We order breakfast, and go through 

various   Christian studies while we eat. Sometimes 

weõre in perfect agreement with one another, sometimes 

we couldnõt disagree more, but we always get along.  

Currently studying David.       
 

Friday Morning Study -  This study meets at Riverside 

downstairs in the fellowship hall at 8:00 A.M. Donuts 

and coffee are served as we study the Bible together. 

Men of all ages are welcome.    

 

Womenõs Opportunities 
 

Friday Bible Study - On Fridays at 10 A.M. (Sept-May) 

several women meet here at the church (upstairs in the 

conference room behind the sanctuary) for a time of 

prayer and Bible study. This study is offered from fall 

through spring - all women are welcome.  We  are cur-

rently reading a study titled òDavid: Developing a Heart 

for Godó. 
 

Willing Workers  - Willing Workers is a fellowship      

opportunity for women. The group meets downstairs in 

the fellowship hall on the first Wednesday of the month 

at 12:30 P.M. The Ladies have dessert, a devotion is 

shared, and various projects are undertaken. Genuine 

friendships and laughter fill the atmosphere.  

Bible Studies  

Think Green!  
 

     This newsletter is available for viewing or 

download on our website and is also available as 

a PDF via e-mail.  Help us be good stewards of 

resources and postage.  (And get some COLOR!) 

To go  electronic, send an e-mail to  

riversidesartell@charterinternet.com  

and request removal from the newsletter mailing 

list.   (Let us know if youõd rather get the pdf  

version e-mailed to you, or if youõd rather just 

get a link to our website when the next  

newsletter comes out.) 

www.RiversideEPC.org 

mailto:riversidesartell@charterinternet.com
http://www.riversideepc.org
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Volunteer sign-up sheets, registration forms, and lists of needed donated items are 

available on the information tables in the upper.  (Contact Amanda Borgelt (VBS Direc-

tor) at 320 -250-5619 for more info or email her at amandaborgelt@yahoo.com 

 

Canõt volunteer the week of VBS? There are plenty of opportunities to help with 

preparation/planning/promotion. (Possible Pathways to Participation, Perhaps?) - Sorry, 

couldnõt resist the alliteration.ñJane 

 

(VBS work nights will be every Wed. in from May 5th through June 9th. at 6:30 PM)   

Get ready for an 

amazing seagoing 

adventure! 

 

June 14-18, 2010,   

9:00-Noon  

 

Ages 3 yearsñcompleting 

4th Grade 

Willing Workers is again in need of small items for making gift baskets for  

the fall craft and bake sale. Donated items for the themed baskets can be 

dropped off in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Basket Theme Examples:   

Baby, Kitchen, Bathroom, Children, Garden, Movie Night, Men, Fishing, School  

mailto:amandaborgelt@yahoo.com

